Appln.No.: 10/070,390 

Amendment dated April 19, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of October 19, 2004 

[This listing of claims will rq)lace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application] 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currentiy amended) Device for forming a number of thin-walled objects by means of a 
blow moldin ^ ermoforming process from a layer of material which is deformable when heated, 
comprising: 

-a leweF-mold with cavities arranged therein, wherein #^an internal shape of each of the 
cavities corresponds with #be-an extemal shape of th e objects an object to be forme d in each 
cavity : and means for carrying the layer of material to be molded onto the lewe^mold; 

supply m e ans tor supplying gas to the upper sid e of the lower mold; 

heating m e ans for h e ating th e low e r mold; 

mandr e ls movabl e into the cavities, 

-wherein the cavities are each enclosed by a cavity wall which is divided into wall 
segments; 

-wherein the wall segments are movable in a linear direction b etween a first position, in 
which they fefm -enclose the wall of th e cavity and a second position in which an object formed 
in the cavity ean-beis released: and 

wher e in th e s e gments are coupl e d to a driv e e l e ment to driv e th e segm e nts b e tw ee n the 
first and second position ; 

wherein the wall segments of each cavity are coupled to a linear drive member. 

wherein the linear drive member executes a linear movement in a direction substantially 
perpendicular to a direction of movement of the wall segments, 

wherein the linear drive member is connected to the segments by means of a coupling 
converting said linear direction of movement of the drive member to the movement of the wall 
segment in a substantially perpendicular direction, and 

wherein the drive member extends substantially in a space xmdemeath the cavity 
wherein the driv e e l e m e nt is a common driv e e lem e nt coupl e d to wall s e gm e nts of 
adjacent cavities; and the driv e e lement resid e s at l e ast substantially in a space b e tw e en th e 
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adjacent caviti e s . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) Device as claimed in claim 21, wherein the coupling comprises 
lew-prismatic pins, each pin extending at the same angle relative to the direction of movement of 
the hnear drive e lem e n t member, and wherein the segments each comprise a channel into which 
tbe -receiving one of the prismatic p ins, fit and e ach chann e l having an axis corr e sponding to the 
axis of th e corresponding pins a longitudinal axis of the channel extending in substantially a 
same direction as a longitudinal axis of the p in. 

4. (Currently amended) Device as claimed in claim wherein the linear drive el e ment 
member extends in the vertical direction. 

5 . (Currently amended) Device as claimed in claim 1 , furth e r comprising at l e ast on e 
wherein the mold comprises a p late forming part of th e lower mold and connecting onto v ^jbjjch 
engages t he wall segments; aad -wherein the plate havinfr -has g uide means for guiding the wall 
segments when they execute their movement between the first position and the second position. 

6. (Currently amended) Device as claimed in claim 4, further comprising a stamp arranged 
in each of the cavities wherein the stamp is movable in vertical direction to eject the form ed 
ebieete an object formed in each cavity . 

7. (Currently amended) Device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the stamps ar e stamp of a 
cavity is coupled to the drive elemen t of that cavity . 

8. (Canceled) 
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9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (New) Device as claimed in claim 1 wherein each cavity is enclosed by at least three 
segments wherein separating planes between the segments extend substantially perpendicularly 
of the upper surface of the mold, and each of the segments is movable between the first and 
second position by the linear drive member. 

12. (New) Device as claimed in claiml 1, wherein each cavity is enclosed by four segments, 
wherein each of the segments is movable by the linear drive member. 


Page 4 of? 


